
HCS HB 303 -- RECORDER OF DEEDS AND FALSE FILINGS (Mathews)

COMMITTEE OF ORIGIN: Standing Committee on Judiciary

This bill creates the offense of filing a false document, which is
committed if, with intent to defraud, deceive, harass, alarm, or
negatively impact financially, a person files, causes to be filed,
or attempts to file, creates, uses as genuine, transfers or has
transferred, presents, or prepares with knowledge or belief that it
will be filed, presented, or transferred to the Secretary of State
or his or her designee, any county recorder of deeds or his or her
designee, any municipal, county, district, or state government
entity or office, or any credit bureau or financial institution
specified documents. For the first offense, filing a false
document is a class D felony. Filing false documents is a class C
felony in certain specified instances. Any person who is found
guilty of committing such offense will be ordered to make full
restitution to any person or entity that has sustained any actual
losses as a result of the commission of such offense.

The bill specifies that a system must be created, by January 1,
2018, in which suspicious filings are logged, and outlines the
process for petitioning the court when a person has probable cause
to believe a filing is fraudulent.

If a filing or record is deemed invalid, the prevailing party shall
be awarded all reasonable costs and fees incurred by that party in
the action.

This bill is similar to HB 1858 (2016).


